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Introduction
Knowledge of the plants of West Africa and their systematics started, as anywhere, with the collections made by various explorers that served for taxonomic research in a number of botanical institutions. These used to be located in Europe, but increasingly the African herbaria are joining the mainstream of taxonomy. Most of the earlier material, and particularly the type material, is to be found in the main herbaria of the former colonising powers, although the usual exchange between them brought about a more equitable coverage of tropical countries in their collections. This paper enumerates the collections made in the Republic of Benin, the former Dahomey. The country became Protectorate or Colony of Dahomey in 1894, after the conquest of the Kingdom of Abomey, and part of l'Afrique Occidentale Française (French West Africa) between 1894 and 1960. The boundaries of today's Benin were (re)delimited in 1879, 1898 and 1907. In 1975 the country's name was changed to the People's Republic of Benin, but generally Republic of Benin is used nowadays.
Brief accounts on the botanical exploration of West Africa are by Keay (1953) and Davy de Virville (1954) . Hepper (1962) gave a first list of the plant collectors in West Africa since 1860 and Hepper & Neate (1971) provided a more extensive list. Hepper (1976) added data on Isert and Thonning and their collections, while Hepper (1979) mapped the state of the botanical exploration of West Africa at that time. The activities of Dutch collectors in Africa were documented by De Bruijn (1980) , Van der Maesen (1993) and Breteler & Sosef (1996) , while Jansen (1996) detailed the contributions to economic botany in Africa, including Benin. For a general overview of the most recent explorative collaborations in Africa and the Association pour l'Étude Taxonomique de la Flore d'Afrique Tropicale (AETFAT) see Demissew (2000) . A valuable general source is Index Herbarium 2. Collectors (1954-88). Adjanohoun & al. (1989) and Delvaux & al. (1997) gave first lists of botanists who collected in Benin.
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In 1965 only the coastal area of Benin was well explored, the rest of the country was considered poorly known (Léonard 1965) . Beninese exploration of the country's flora started in 1970 with the foundation of the Université National du Bénin, now Université d'Abomey-Calavi, and their active botanists. However, little material became available as duplicates elsewhere. For logistic reasons, the southern half of the country has been better explored than the north and in 1979 Benin south of 9°N was already classified as botanically well known (Hepper 1979) , according to the criterion that more than three times as many specimens as the number of species present have been collected. The northern half of the country was classified as moderately known.
The present list includes the data on botanists and botanical collectors in Benin from the above sources and further supplements them. The list looks impressive, but one has to realise that few collectors contributed more than some dozens or a few hundred specimens. The collection in the newly constructed Herbier National du Bénin, inaugurated on 26.3.2002, now includes about 30 000 samples. Its herbarium acronym by Adjanohoun & al. (1989) (Benin, Abomey, 10.7.1954 ) did research in Togbota (2000 Togbota ( -2001 and Lokoli (2002 Lokoli ( -2003 (The Netherlands, Purmerend, 24.10.1909 -Doorwerth, 16.3. 1999 professor of plant systematics of the tropics and subtropics, initiated and built the plant taxonomy with special reference to Africa in the Wageningen Agricultural University. He visited Dahomey twice, to supervise the research of Van der Zon and Grubben in Ouando near Porto Novo. As far as can be ascertained, he did not himself collect in the country. Equipe du Laboratoire de Botanique UNB. Consisting of Adjakidjè, Akoègninou, de Souza, Dossou, Essou and Profizi, this group added important collections to the herbarium in 1984-86 and later. Equipe de Recherches du Paturages. This group in the UNB, consisting of the botanist of the previous group and Jean-Philippe Somda, collected in 1985 and 1986; collections at BENIN. Ern, Hartmut (Germany, Solingen, 10.9.1935 Froment, Didier (Belgium, Schaerbeek, 4.-9.1927 -Bruxelles, 2.7.1998 
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